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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Grief is an emotional response to the loss of someone or something significant. While most research on grief and
Bibliometric bereavement, including bibliometric studies, has focused on adult populations or individuals with life-
Tr?"d of publications threatening conditions, studies involving pediatric populations remain limited. This study employed biblio-
(B;;Zfavemem metric methods to examine publication patterns on grief in children and adolescents. After conducting filtered
Children Scopus searches, 1,436 articles were identified. The analysis and visualization were performed using R Base, R
Adolescents Studio, and VOSViewer. The United States is at the forefront of global research on grief in children and ado-

lescents. Arizona State University has made the greatest number of scholarly contributions, while Kaplow JB is
the most productive author. The 2000 study conducted by Wolfe J on children’s end-of-life experiences, which
could suggest anticipatory grief, holds the highest number of citations. The majority of studies have focused on
the topics of causes of bereavement, the loss of human life, the symptoms that are associated with it, bereave-
ment interventions, related factors, and psychological aspects. Researchers could employ the theme gaps to
direct future research.

1. Introduction developing more severe consequences, such as grief disorders, due to

their potential vulnerability. The grief scale can be assessed using a

Within the field of palliative care, the discussions cover not just
primary palliative care and end-of-life care but also encompass the
domain of bereavement care. Bereavement care includes education and
support for grief before death, psychosocial and spiritual care that fo-
cuses on the family during the dying process, services to help and
maintain the family and community members after death, and assisting
individuals to transition to community-based support and long-term
professional psychosocial care (Lichtenthal et al., 2024). Bereavement
care is essential because bereaved individuals are susceptible to

* Corresponding author.

variety of instruments, such as the Inventory of Complicated Grief (ICG)
or Prolonged Grief Disorders-13-Revised (PG-13-R) (Kustanti et al.,
2024). The prevalence of grief disorder after a loss in the general pop-
ulation was 9.8 % (Lundorff et al., 2017), whereas the prevalence of pre-
loss grief symptoms was 24.8 % (Kustanti et al., 2022). Children and
adolescents may experience bereavement in shorter episodes than
adults. Still, bereaved individuals may experience “maladaptive grief”
linked to impaired functioning, with estimates ranging from 10 % in
population-based studies to 18 % in therapeutically referred youth
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(Kaplow et al., 2018; Melhem et al., 2011; Robin & Omar, 2014). Un-
treated pathological grief not only leads to psychological problems but
also raises the likelihood of developing various issues such as smoking,
drugs, and alcohol consumption (Pitman et al., 2020).

Even though bereavement care is an essential component of
healthcare, it is often disregarded (Cooley, 1992). Healthcare services
are given greater importance in areas where patients are still living.
Following the patient’s death, it appears that the bond between the
family and the healthcare service has ceased. However, the literature on
grief has expanded as a result of the investigation of loss and grief,
mainly when grief disorder is included in the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders — Fifth Edition — Text Revision (DSM-5-TR)
and Prolonged Grief Disorder is included in the International Classifi-
cation of Diseases — 11 (ICD-11). It demonstrates that recognition of
bereavement care is growing. Three bibliometric studies have also
concurred that the literature pertaining to grief and bereavement care is
progressively escalating (Fernandes et al., 2016; Koukopoulos & Nei-
meyer, 2024; Li et al., 2023). Fernandes et al. (2016) investigated the
scholarly output accessible in online publications focusing on palliative
care and grief. Their study determined that grief is an experience
directly associated with the patient and their family in the context of
palliative care. Another bibliometric study primarily focuses on ana-
lysing and evaluating scientific research on prolonged grief disorder.
The remarkable growth of the literature on grief disorder after 2017 is
particularly noteworthy in their analysis (Koukopoulos & Neimeyer,
2024). Concurrently, a bibliometric study by Li et al. (2023) examined
advancements in grief intervention study and identified that topics such
as mortality, grief, and health, as well as emergent issues like COVID-19,
grief among workers and disfranchised grief, had gained significant
attention in recent years.

Despite the growing investigations on grief and bereavement care, it
is not clear precisely the trend on the topic of childhood bereavement.
Children may respond to grief differently depending on their develop-
mental stage (Alvis et al., 2023). Grief in children and adolescents is
non-linear and often involves regression (Revet et al., 2020). Mean-
while, due to their developmental immaturity, young children may
experience difficulty in embracing the fact of death, and their response
to this challenge can either be beneficial or detrimental (McNiel &
Gabbay, 2017). The different phases of development must be considered
to comprehend and accurately describe grief expressions in children and
adolescents (Revet et al., 2020).

The issue of youngsters experiencing grief is significant, as it often
leads to the development of psychopathology, particularly depression,
which may lead to emotional vulnerability in the future (Osterweis
et al., 1984a). Grief among children and adolescents can profoundly
affect their emotional, psychological, and physical well-being, leading to
intense sadness, behavioural changes, and physical symptoms like sleep
disturbances and somatic complaints. They may experience cognitive
impairments and social withdrawal, and unresolved grief can result in
long-term mental health issues such as depression and anxiety. There-
fore, the literature on childhood bereavement is crucial for the provision
of appropriate bereavement care. The literature on childhood bereave-
ment is indispensable for comprehending the distinctive emotional and
developmental requirements of grieving children facilitating the devel-
opment of personalized support strategies (Osterweis et al., 1984a). It
also assists professionals in recognizing the long-term effects of loss on
children, ensuring that they receive the necessary care to promote
rehabilitation and resilience. However, past bibliometric studies did not
intentionally concentrate on the topic of grief among children and ad-
olescents (Fernandes et al., 2016; Koukopoulos & Neimeyer, 2024; Li
et al., 2023). Consequently, this study aimed to assess and evaluate the
advancements in the field of bereavement among children and adoles-
cents by applying established bibliometric methodologies. Through the
investigation of the publication trend on bereavement among children
and adolescents, it will be possible to prioritise the themes that have not
yet been explored in the future.
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2. Methodology
2.1. Study design

Bibliometrics is a systematic and organized method used by various
fields of study to combine and summarize research findings on a specific
topic or guiding question (Mejia et al., 2021). This method contributes to
developing and enhancing knowledge in the investigated subject. Bib-
liometric studies follow a comparable methodology to other literature
review forms, encompassing four stages: formulating search terms,
gathering research outcomes and constructing the dataset, summarizing
the findings, and analysing the findings (Altarturi et al., 2020). Fig. 1
illustrates the bibliometric phases adopted from Sanchez-Sanchez et al.
(2024) and Altarturi et al. (2020). The reporting standard is the BIBLIO
checklist for reporting the bibliometric reviews of the biomedical liter-
ature (Montazeri et al., 2023).

2.2. Database and search strategy

Scopus, published by Elsevier, and Web of Science, published by
Clarivate Analytics, are the two most widely used databases for
retrieving bibliometric data in literature searches (Altarturi et al., 2023).
Scopus is the largest abstract and citation database for peer-reviewed
literature, providing a global perspective of research in various sectors
such as science, technology, medical, social sciences, and arts and hu-
manities (Koukopoulos & Neimeyer, 2024). The database includes more
than 20,000 peer-reviewed articles, including publications from Elsev-
ier, Emerald, Informs, Taylor & Francis, Springer, and Interscience
(Altarturi et al., 2023). To provide a complete view of the developing
field of bereavement among children and adolescents, we selected
Scopus as the database for bibliometric analysis. The search of the
database was performed on June 13, 2024.

The search technique was designed based on the primary concepts of
“child”, “adolescent”, and “bereavement”. Following the completion of a
preliminary search, we implemented a search strategy that involved a
combination of keywords and Boolean operators as follows: grief* OR
grieving OR mourn* OR bereave* OR sorrow* AND child* OR pediatric*
OR paediatric* OR adolescen* OR teen* OR schoolage* OR preschool*
OR pre-school* OR preschooler* OR toodler* OR infant* OR baby OR
babies. Publication dates were not restricted, and the sources were
limited to English literature. We did not impose restrictions on the ar-
ticles according to their research methodologies. In addition to our
objective of comprehending overarching topic trends on childhood grief
and bereavement, implementing this in bibliometric analysis would be

“

grief* OR grieving OR mourn* OR bereave* OR
sorrow* AND child* OR pediatric* OR paediatric* OR
adolescen* OR teen* OR schoolage® OR preschool*
OR pre-school* OR preschooler* OR toodler* OR
infant* OR baby OR babies

Searching

Based on title & abstract following the criteria of
Population (children), Concept (grief and bereavement),
and Context (loss of human)

Screening

Summary information
Authors

Countries

Networks

Trend

Citation

Topics

Sources

Findings

00 51 OVILA B LIt

Analyzing | | Visualizations and interpretations

Fig. 1. Bibliometric phases.
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challenging, given the screening process is confined to study titles. The
Scopus results were exported as a comma-separated values (CSV) file.

2.3. Data collection

The first reviewer conducted the selection process based on the title
& abstract following the criteria of population (children), concept (grief
and bereavement), and context (loss of human). The second reviewer in
the team validated the screening process, and any disagreement among
the team members was discussed in the research meeting. After
screening, the file was converted back with R Studio into the comma-
separated values file for further analysis.

2.4. Data analysis

The data was analysed using R Base version 4.2.2 with R Studio
version 4.2.2 (Posit, Massachusetts, USA) (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017) and
VOSviewer software version 1.6.19 (Centre for Science and Technology
Studies, Netherlands) (van Eck & Waltman, 2010). The R language
environment employed the open-source packages Bibliometrix and
Biblioshiny. The Biblioshiny package is a shiny application that offers a
web interface for the Bibliometrix package in order to acquire significant
bibliometric indicators (Altarturi et al., 2023; Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017).
These indicators include summary information, yearly scientific output,
the authors with the highest productivity, journals with the most pub-
lications, the most often referenced documents, analysis of keywords,
the conceptual framework, and analysis of trends in themes. This
package is commonly employed in a wide range of scientific disciplines
for bibliometric analysis. The VOSviewer software was used to analyse
and display the bibliometric mapping (van Eck & Waltman, 2010).

3. Results
3.1. General information

A search was conducted in the Scopus database, yielding a total of
9,640 articles. The screening procedure encompassed the framework of
population, concept, and context. Furthermore, 1,262 items were
removed due to their publication in a non-English language. Ultimately,
1,436 articles were obtained through screening and subsequently
incorporated into the bibliometric study. Despite our efforts to include
all terms related to children, such as infants, babies, and toddlers, we
were unable to find any articles specifically addressing grief in these
populations. The lack of grief and bereavement studies involving in-
fants, babies, and toddlers underscores the difficulties in researching
grief among these specific demographics.

The first result from the Biblioshiny is the summary information that
provides essential statistics about the analysed literature dataset. In
order to fully understand the literature on children and adolescent
bereavement, it is crucial to take an inclusive perspective on the subject.
The retrieved literature was published between 1960 and 2024 from 539
different journals and authored by 3,132 authors, with 12.3 % of them
being single authors. The 1,436 articles included almost 38 thousand
references. Table 1 also displays the average number of citations per
document, which was 23.87 %. Articles comprise over 90 % of the
literature, while conferences comprise approximately 0.9 %. In total,
there are 118 review articles and eight short surveys. The literature in
the field of children and adolescent’s bereavement is of high scholarly
value, as evidenced by the substantial discrepancy between the count of
articles and the count of other literature categories.

3.2. Pattern of publication
This section examines the yearly increase in the number of articles

and citations in the dataset. Fig. 2 depicts the annual progression of
publications regarding bereavement among children and adolescents.
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Table 1
Summary information.

Item Results

Main information

Timespan 1960-2024
Sources (Journals, Books, etc) (n) 539
Documents (n) 1,436
Annual Growth Rate (%) 6.49
Document average age (mean) 18.5
Average citation per document (mean) 23.87
References (n) 38,586
Authors

Authors 3,132
Authors of single-authored docs 386
International co-authorship (%) 11
Co-author per document 3.06
Content

Keywords Plus 2,767
Author’s Keywords 1,622
Document types

Article 1,297
Conference paper 13
Review 118
Short survey 8

The trend of bereavement studies among children and adolescents is on
the rise, as evidenced by the annual growth rate of 6.49 % (Table 1). The
field experienced a decline in publications in 1997, 2009, and 2016, but
the overall trend indicates a consistent upward trajectory (Fig. 2(A)).
The substantial growth began during the period from 1977 to 1979. The
year with the highest number of publications was 2019, with 70 articles.
The year with the fewest annual citations was 1960 when the publica-
tion on this subject was first documented, with a count of 0.77 (Fig. 2
(B)). The highest point of citation occurred in the year 2000, with an
average of 3.88 citations. When the average of publications related to
bereavement among children and adolescents was 22.1 per year, the
impact of the articles was 1.2 citations per year.

Additionally, this section evaluates the productivity of each country.
The analysis delegates each document to the country of its corre-
sponding author, assigning a single document to a single country. By
assigning articles to a particular country, we can calculate the metrics of
both single-country publications (SCP) and multiple-country publica-
tions (MCP) (Altarturi et al., 2023). The multiple-country publications
ratio was determined by dividing the MCP by the total number of pub-
lished papers per country. Utilizing the MCP ratio using these metrics
offers a more thorough understanding of the collaboration ratios among
the countries.

The United States is the most productive country regarding the
number of corresponding authors in 359 articles, as indicated by the
analysis. The most productive countries are further presented in Table 2,
which also places the United Kingdom (95 articles) and Sweden (56
articles) among the top three countries with the maximum number of
productive articles on this particular topic. Among the top 10 countries,
Denmark, Sweden, and France have the highest MCP ratio, with 61.9,
37.5, and 21.4, respectively.

3.3. Authors and sources

Several measures are used to quantify writers’ scientific output and
influence, including the number of articles published, the number of
citations received, the h-index, the g-index, and the degree of article
fractionalization. Even though some experts argue that the number of
publications does not reflect an author’s influence on a particular field,
we found that Kaplow was the most productive author on this topic,
having published 28 articles. Following closely behind are Kreicbergs
with 25 articles, Dyregrov and Layne with 22 articles each, and Brent
with 21 articles. Additionally, every article authored or co-authored by
an individual receives a score for each item of literature it cites. The
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Fig. 2. (A) Annual publications. (B) Average citations.

Table 2

Corresponding authors by country.
Country NP scp MCP MCP ratio
USA 359 322 37 10.3
United Kingdom 95 82 13 13.7
Sweden 56 35 21 37.5
Australia 42 37 5 11.9
Norway 25 20 5 20.0
Canada 22 19 3 13.6
Netherlands 22 19 3 13.6
Denmark 21 8 13 61.9
Israel 17 16 1 5.9
France 14 11 3 21.4

Abbreviations: NP: Number of Publication, SCP: Single Country Publications,
MCP: Multiple Country Publications, USA: United States of America.

process of fractionalization in articles distributes the contributions of co-
authors. Each author or co-author of an article is assigned a score equal
to the reciprocal of the total number of authors. Dyregrov has the highest
article fractionalization score of 6.5, while Kaplow follows closely with a
score of 6.21.

This section also evaluates the citation metric, the aggregate number
of citations a document has received since its publication. Out of all the
authors, the articles authored by Wolfe, Lehman, Monroe, Nader, and
Cluver were the most highly cited globally. Each of these publications
garnered over 300 citations. The ten most frequently cited documents on
a global scale were written and published before 2010. This data may
suggest a change in subjects’ priority within the field of childhood
bereavement. The article authored by Wolfe et al. (2000), which was
published in 2000, has acquired nearly a thousand citations (Fig. 3(A)).
The articles related to bereavement among children and adolescents are
primarily published in the journal of Death Studies. More than 100 ar-
ticles were published in Death Studies, followed by the journals of
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Most Global Cited Documents
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Fig. 3. (A) The most cited documents. (B) The most relevant sources.

Omega, the American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, and the Journal of the
American Academy of Child and Adolescent (Fig. 3(B)).

3.4. Subject area

The topics addressed in the publications are particularly pertinent for
investigation, as the objective of this bibliometric study was to ascertain
the publication trend on childhood bereavement. Therefore, it is
essential to analyze the content of the literature items based on the
author’s keywords and abstracts. Examining these abstracts provides
valuable insights into research trends and identifies gaps in the area of
childhood bereavement. It is imperative to comprehensively compre-
hend the trend subjects to assess the feasibility of conducting future
studies in this field. Because the majority of globally referenced docu-
ments were composed before 2010, they may indicate the subjects that
have been altered in this field. In light of this, we conducted a detailed
examination of the themes starting in 2010.

The most current topics identified from this analysis were related to
the COVID-19 pandemic, presented in 23 documents in the period of

2019-2023 (Fig. 4). The most pertinent discussions connected to
childhood grief revolved around subjects such as parental death (144
documents), mental health (119), and coping behaviour (118 docu-
ments). In the interim, the most frequently used keywords for
bereavement and grief were bereavement (1,151) and grief (1,102). The
documents contained additional keywords that were less frequently
used, including bereaved, sorrow, and mourning. Toddler, infant, and
baby were also included in the search strategies; however, their absence
from the search results suggests that fewer studies specifically addressed
these terms. Insight into the selection of keywords for future research
may be gained from these findings. Additional research will be necessary
in the categories of psychological adjustment, bereavement support,
cognitive behavioural therapy, anxiety disorder, and child abuse, as the
number of articles related to these topics was less than 30.

The bibliographic coupling is demonstrated using VOSviewer.
Bibliographic coupling establishes connections between documents,
sources, authors, organizations, and countries. Bibliographic coupling
happens when two separate works refer to a typical third work in their
respective bibliographies (Kleminski et al., 2020). The strength of the
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Trend Topics

coronavirus disease 2019 -
psychological adjustment -
pandemic -

covid-19 -

thematic analysis -
bereavement support -
semi structured interview -
cognitive behavioral therapy -
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human experiment -
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surveys and questionnaires -
cohort analysis -

child abuse -

young adult -

psychology -

mental health -

coping behavior -
qualitative research -
caregiver -
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neoplasm -

siblings -

adolescent behavior -
interview -

caregivers -

questionnaire -

clinical article -
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humans -

middle aged -
interpersonal communication -
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major clinical study -
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child parent relation -

Term
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Fig. 4. Trend topics.

coupling increases as the number of shared works increases (Moral-
Munoz et al., 2019). A network node represents a specific entity, such as
a journal, author, country, institution, keyword, or article (Donthu et al.,
2021). Fig. 6 utilized keyword entities to illustrate the network and
exhibit the co-occurrence analysis of all keywords inside the childhood
bereavement domain.

The minimum requirement for inclusion was set at 20 occurrences
per keyword, and 178 keywords met this criterion. The co-occurrence
network of keywords is shown in Fig. 5, in which larger nodes indi-
cate more co-occurrence links with other terms in the whole network
and the links connecting nodes of different. The research reveals the
presence of six distinct clusters, with the most commonly occurring
terms being child, adolescent, bereavement, and grief. The topics that
were utilized most frequently include death, psychological adaptability,
depression, and psychology. From the six distinct clusters, we catego-
rized the keywords used into groups of themes. Six groupings of themes
emerged from our subsequent categorization of the subjects extracted
from the abstract: causes of bereavement, loss of human, associated
symptoms, bereavement interventions, related factors, and psychologi-
cal aspects.

Future research on the aspects that have been studied and additional
notions that require more study will be guided by Fig. 6. Diseases, abuse,
divorce, life-changing events, disasters, homicides, and trauma are
among the causes. The associated symptoms, which include grief, anx-
iety, anger, fear, and depression, are mainly psychological in nature. In
this bibliometric analysis, the therapies under investigation are cogni-
tive therapy, counselling, psychotherapy, self-help, support, art therapy,
family therapy, and peer groups. Bereavement support has been estab-
lished for bereavement disorders in the adult population (Kustanti et al.,
2021). Meanwhile, several variables have been linked to bereavement in
children and adolescents, including religion, education, and health
services. Child psychology themes include behaviour, attitude, and self-
concept, among others.

4. Discussion

Grief and bereavement are essential human experiences that occur in
response to the death of a significant other, involving a complex

interplay of affective, cognitive, behavioural, and physiological re-
actions. Grief refers to the acute emotional and psychological response
to loss, whereas bereavement denotes the broader psychosocial process
of adjusting to life without the deceased. Symptoms of grief include
profound sadness, anger, guilt, yearning, cognitive disorientation, and
behavioural withdrawal, often accompanied by somatic symptoms such
as sleep disturbances, appetite changes, fatigue, and physical com-
plaints. Bereavement can increase the risk of adverse health outcomes,
including immune dysfunction, cardiovascular disease, and elevated
mortality, particularly among vulnerable individuals (Glorioso et al.,
2020). In paediatric populations, grief responses differ significantly
from those of adults due to developmental, cognitive, and emotional
differences. Children and adolescents often exhibit non-linear and
fluctuating grief patterns, including periods of intense emotional
expression alternating with apparent emotional numbness, regression,
or avoidance. Their grief responses are shaped by factors such as age,
developmental stage, understanding of death, attachment relationships,
cultural beliefs, and environmental contexts (Kentor & Kaplow, 2020).
Longitudinal studies have demonstrated heterogeneous trajectories of
grief in children and adolescents, including resilient, recovery, and
chronic or prolonged grief pathways. Some children may experience
prolonged or maladaptive grief, characterized by enduring emotional
pain, intense longing, and functional impairment, often associated with
a heightened risk for internalizing disorders (Kentor & Kaplow, 2020;
Melhem et al., 2011). Despite the developmental importance and po-
tential long-term consequences of childhood grief, empirical research on
grief and bereavement in children remains relatively limited compared
to adult populations. Most existing studies have focused on adults or
caregivers, while paediatric grief has received insufficient scholarly
attention. This bibliometric analysis allows for the visualization of
research trends, highlights influential contributions, and uncovers the-
matic gaps to inform future investigations and guide clinical and policy-
oriented efforts in paediatric bereavement care.

We analyzed the papers that were included in the Scopus database.
The yearly growth rate of 6.49 % suggests a rising interest among re-
searchers in the study of bereavement among children and adolescents,
suggesting a growing trend in this field over time. The co-authorship
ratio per document is 3.06, indicating that the researchers may have
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Fig. 5. Co-occurrence network.

either written a significant number of distinct publications or simply
appeared to do so by collaborating with others without actually
increasing their total production rate. The primary contributors to
research on children and adolescents’ experience of loss and grief are the
United States, the United Kingdom, and Sweden. Subsequently, notable
publications on this topic also originate from Australia, Norway, Can-
ada, and the Netherlands. This bibliometric analysis reveals that the
United States has a position of dominance among all countries that have
contributed to literature in the dataset. Most of the metrics have a sig-
nificant disparity between the United States and other countries. In-
stitutions have contributed significantly to approximately 2,000 papers
in the United States since 1960. The Arizona State University is the most
frequently cited connection among these articles, appearing in 139 ar-
ticles. In addition to articles from America, Europe, and Australia, the
analysis also included publications from Israel, South Africa, China,
Iran, Japan, India, and Korea. Recent evidence indicates that childhood
bereavement has garnered significant attention on a global scale. Future
research across Africa and Asia is crucial as the children and adolescents
in each culture may exhibit distinct responses to loss and bereavement.

A more profound comprehension of loss and grief in children and ado-
lescents will lead to the development of more appropriate support sys-
tems for this particular population (Kustanti et al., 2021).

The journal of Death Studies has been identified as having the
highest number of published articles specifically focused on the topic of
grieving among children and adolescents. Li et al. (2023) conducted
bibliometric studies on grief interventions and found that Death Studies
were also included. This journal was included in two other bibliometric
studies as one of the top ten journals in the scope of grief and
bereavement. Death Studies is a prominent journal in the field of grief
and loss, grief treatment, death attitudes, suicide, and death education.
Death Studies’ commitment to publishing ten times a year may explain
its high productivity in providing material on the aforementioned issues.
Additional journals that regularly publish articles in this field include
Omega, the American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, the Journal of the
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and Bereave-
ment Care. The British Journal of Psychiatry and the American Journal
of Hospice and Palliative Medicine also discuss the specific topic
examined in this study. Furthermore, notable publications in this field
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include the Omega (Journal of Death and Dying) and the Journal of
Affective Disorders, which provide articles pertaining to the subject
matter under investigation. Notably, each of the other publications
considered in the analysis published an article.

Wolfe, Lehman, Monroe, Nader, and Cluver are considered the
foremost authors in childhood bereavement. Wolfe’s paper pertains to
the symptoms and distress experienced by children with cancer towards
the end of their lives. While not directly associated with bereavement,
the presence of fear, sadness, and a decline in well-being may be
indicative of anticipatory grieving symptoms. Holly Prigerson in the
USA and Paul Boelen in the Netherlands have been recognised as the
leading authors or researchers in prolonged grief disorder (Koukopoulos
& Neimeyer, 2024). The authors identified the bibliometric study con-
ducted by Koukopoulos and Neimeyer (2024) only included Boelen in
this bibliometric study, which implies that others may have focused
more on the generic concept of grief and bereavement or adult
bereavement. In contrast, Boelen shared some articles related to grief
and bereavement among children or adolescents. Interestingly, the ten
most globally cited documents were authored and published before
2010. This data may indicate the shift in priority subjects within
childhood bereavement. For this reason, categorising the topics will lead
researchers in children’s and adolescents’ bereavement to map their
future studies.

Keywords are the fundamental elements of an article. Keyword
analysis enables the condensation of study subjects in a particular
domain and the investigation of the prevailing patterns and cutting-edge
research areas (Ma et al., 2021). The bibliometric analysis demonstrates
that the field of bereavement among children and adolescents study
focuses extensively on subjects such as child, adolescent, bereavement,
and grief, as shown from the keyword co-occurrence density map. The

initial year of publication regarding bereavement among children and
adolescents primarily focused on psychoanalytic interpretation and
personality. The topics shifted to encompass a broader range of themes,
including the investigation of the causes of loss and its connection to the
experience of bereavement, a wider research of outcomes beyond
grieving, encompassing additional psychological consequences
following a loss, as well as the examination of different interventions.
The subsequent categorization of the subjects derived from the analysis
resulted in six groupings of themes. These themes include causes of
bereavement, loss of human, associated symptoms, bereavement in-
terventions, related factors, and psychological elements.

4.1. Strengths and limitations

Although the majority of literature and bibliometric studies have
concentrated on the overarching concept of grief and bereavement, this
is the first attempt to investigate the publication trend in bereavement
among children and adolescents. We also utilized the Scopus database,
which is renowned for its ability to retrieve most articles in this disci-
pline. Nevertheless, numerous additional articles may be published in
other databases. In future research, this bias could be eliminated by
combining multiple databases, including Scopus, PubMed, Web of Sci-
ence, and Google Scholar. Additionally, we restricted the articles pub-
lished in English, which may have resulted in the exclusion of pertinent
studies published in other languages or databases. Moreover, we
employed the search term that included children. Nonetheless, children
were not exclusively those under the age of 18. This phenomenon was
similarly observed in sibling relationships, among students, and within
young persons. These terminologies may intensify bias in the screening
process, despite our efforts to mitigate this by incorporating two
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reviewers.
5. Conclusion

In summary, our bibliometric analysis indicates that the academic
community has paid global attention to the consistent growth of
research on bereavement among children and adolescents. Most
bereavement research among children and adolescents is conducted in
the United States, which is the leading country in this field. Kaplow JB is
the most prolific author in this discipline, and Arizona State University
has made the most significant academic contributions. Most of the ar-
ticles were published in Death Studies. Wolfe J’s 2000 paper on the end-
of-life experiences of children is the most frequently cited article on this
subject, and it may serve as an indicator of anticipatory grief. The ma-
jority of research has concentrated on the causes of bereavement, the
loss of a human life, the symptoms that are associated with it,
bereavement interventions, related factors, and psychological aspects.
The themes’ gaps will provide researchers with additional insights to
guide future research in this discipline.

This bibliometric analysis offers significant insights into the research
domain of grief and bereavement among children and adolescents,
emphasizing its ramifications for paediatric healthcare. The results
highlight the necessity of incorporating loss and grief education into
healthcare training, resolving research deficiencies to provide targeted
interventions, and promoting interdisciplinary collaboration among
healthcare professionals, educators, and families. Applying these find-
ings can improve bereavement support for children, guaranteeing they
have thorough emotional and psychological attention.
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